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Call toll-free 1.800.858.7378
	 8:00	am	to	12:00	pm	Pacific	Time	(PT),	Monday	-	Friday
	 	 	 Visit	us	anytime	on	the	web	at	npic.orst.edu

Get	rid	of	the	mouse!	With	kids	in	the	house?
Gary and Carley had a mouse problem in their garage. They wanted to purchase a rodenti-
cide product (a pesticide that controls rodents) but they were concerned about their 3-year old 
daughter, Simone. For that reason, Carley and Gary purchased a product where bright green 
pellets were inside placement packs. Gary strategically put the placement packs behind boxes 
near the wall of the garage, so Simone would not see them.

A week later, Carley and Simone returned home from grocery shopping. While Carley unloaded 
the grocery bags from the car, Simone started walking through the garage towards the house. 
On her way, she noticed bright green pellets on the floor. She picked some up and started play-
ing with them.

When Carley finished unloading the car, she searched around for Simone. To Carley’s surprise, 
Simone was sitting on the floor playing with green pellets. Carley immediately grabbed the pel-
lets from Simone’s hands and asked if she had put any in her mouth. Simone did not respond 
and started crying. Carley recognized the pellets as the rodent control product she and her hus-
band purchased recently. She immediately searched for the box the rodenticide was originally 
in and found NPIC’s phone number on the label. She called NPIC to find out if the rodenticide 
will cause any harmful effects. 

Click here to find out what Carley learned when she called NPIC.

According to the American Association of Poison Control Centers (AAPCC), over 90,200 
human exposures to rodenticides were reported in 2007, and more than 43,400 of those in-
volved children under the age of six. 

http://npic.orst.edu/pest/rodent.html
http://npic.orst.edu/pest/rodent.html
http://npic.orst.edu/
http://www.aapcc.org/
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NPIC is a cooperative agreement between Oregon State University and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA, cooperative agreement # X8-83458501). The information in this publication does not in any 
way replace or supercede the restrictions, precautions, directions, or other information on the pesticide label or 
any other regulatory requirements, nor does it necessarily reflect the position of the U.S. EPA.

Take	Home	Message

Get	rid	of	the	mouse!	With	kids	in	the	house?
The NPIC Specialist discussed with Carley the importance of ALWAYS reading a pesticide prod-
uct label, including the directions and precautionary statements, BEFORE using a product. The 
NPIC Specialist pointed out that the label of her product stated that placement packs and pellets 
are to be kept out of the reach from children or pellets are to be placed in tamper-resistant 
bait stations to prevent exposure to children.

The NPIC Specialist discussed the possibility for mice to gnaw on and tear up the placement 
packs and then scatter on the floor any remaining pellets.

Carley learned that their accident with Simone could easily have been prevented if the label di-
rections were followed and read more carefully.

Rodenticides are toxic to rodents (and unfortunately also to humans) in a variety of ways. Active 
ingredients in rodenticides that are anticoagulants (e.g., warfarin, diphacinone, and bromadi-
olone) disrupt the blood’s ability to clot, causing internal bleeding.

Products containing non-anticoagulant active ingredients are toxic in a variety of other ways. 
They are able to affect the nervous system (e.g., bromethalin). They increase the levels of cal-
cium in the blood, leading to kidney, liver, or heart failure (e.g., cholecalciferol). And lastly, they 
produce a lethal gas when ingested (e.g., zinc phosphide).

Carley checked the label of her product and saw that it contained bromadiolone, an anticoagu-
lant. The NPIC Specialist discussed that even though Simone was not currently exhibiting any 
symptoms of poisoning, onset of symptoms for anticoagulants can sometimes take from 36 
hours to several days to appear. 

Carley learned from the NPIC Specialist that it was important to read and follow the first aid in-
structions on the label after an exposure. Since she was not sure if Simone ingested any of the 
pellets, she was directed to call the Poison Control Center for emergency medical treatment 
information.

Take	Home	Message

http://npic.orst.edu/health/readlabel.html
http://npic.orst.edu/health/readlabel.html
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/child-ten-tips.htm
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/MinimizingExposure.pdf
http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/active.html
http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/active.html
http://npic.orst.edu/health/poison.htm

