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Call toll-free 1.800.858.7378
	 7:30 am to 3:30 pm Pacific Time (PT), Monday - Friday
	 	 	 Visit us anytime on the web at npic.orst.edu

Pesticides on the Golf Course?
James had become an avid golfer over the past few years and enjoyed spending time outdoors on the 
beautifully groomed golf courses. One day after playing a round with some friends, James began to think 
about how perfect his favorite golf courses appear, and what it takes to keep the grounds looking so nice. 
He was concerned about whether he might be exposed to pesticides while golfing. James decided to call 
the National Pesticide Information Center for more information about pesticide use on golf courses.

Click here to find out what James learned when he called NPIC...
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NPIC is a cooperative agreement between Oregon State University and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA, cooperative agreement # X8-83458501). The information in this publication does not in any 
way replace or supercede the restrictions, precautions, directions, or other information on the pesticide label or 
any other regulatory requirements, nor does it necessarily reflect the position of the U.S. EPA.

Take Home Message

Pesticides on the Golf Course?
The Pesticide Specialist explained that pesticides are used on golf courses and other recreational 
areas to maintain the health and appearance of the turf. 

James learned that most golf courses have highly trained golf course superintendents who manage 
the course, including turf management and pest control strategies. It is also common to have at least one 
certified pesticide applicator on staff to ensure that pesticides are being used properly.

When pesticides are used, activity on the golf course may pose a possible risk of exposure to pesticide 
residues. The most likely way for golfers to be exposed is through direct skin contact with the turf, such as 
on bare hands, arms, and lower legs. The Pesticide Specialist discussed some optional ways for James 
to minimize his pesticide exposure on the golf course:

Wearing golf shoes and socks that cover the ankles•	

Wearing pants or longer socks to cover the lower legs•	

Consider wearing gloves and/or be sure to wash hands after golfing, before eating or smoking•	

Consider calling ahead and scheduling tee time several hours later or the following day after a •	
pesticide application has been made

The Pesticide Specialist also said that James could contact the golf course superintendent to find out 
what pesticides are typically applied to the course. He could also learn about practices they may use to 
help reduce pesticide exposure:

Use of reduced risk pesticides and Integrated Pest Management (IPM•	 )

Reduced application rates and partial course treatments•	

Extended re-entry intervals following pesticide application•	

The Pesticide Specialist also directed James to some websites where he can learn more about golf 
course management practices and pesticides:

Assessing Chemical Hazards on Golf Courses (USGA)

Determining Golfer Exposure and Hazard to Pesticides (UMass)

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America’s PESP Strategy

Take Home Message

http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/products.html
http://www.gcsaa.org/solutions/facts/pestfaqs.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/pesp/play/
http://www.epa.gov/pesp/play/
http://www.golfturf.rutgers.edu/golf-course-superintendent.asp
http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/safety/audience/pestappl.htm
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/WhatsMyRisk.pdf
http://usgatero.msu.edu/v03/n21.pdf
http://cropsoil.psu.edu/turf/extension/factsheets/itpm-program
http://www.usga.org/course_care/articles/environment/water/Assessing-Chemical-Hazards-on-Golf-Courses/
http://www.usga.org/turf/green_section_record/2008/mar_apr/Pesticides.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/pesp/pesp/members/strategies/golf_course_superintendents_assoc_of_america.pdf

