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Call toll-free 1.800.858.7378
	 7:30 am to 3:30 pm Pacific Time (PT), Monday - Friday
	 	 	 Visit us anytime on the web at npic.orst.edu

Would I hurt the fish by weeding and feeding the lawn?

Bob read the label of the weed and feed pesticide he planned to apply to his lawn. Under the 
Environmental Hazard Statements section of the product label, he learned the product is 
toxic to fish. Bob took a look at his yard and noticed the lawn area he planned to treat sloped 
downward toward a stream that flowed directly into a neighborhood fish pond. Bob wondered if 
the weed and feed product could move across his lawn, to the stream, and potentially harm the 
fish. Bob noticed the National Pesticide Information Center telephone number on the label and 
decided to give them a call to get more information about his situation.

Click here to learn what Bob learned about how pesticides behave in the environment...

http://npic.orst.edu/health/readlabel.html
http://www.btny.purdue.edu/Pubs/PPP/PPP30.html#scientific 
http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/products.html
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NPIC is a cooperative agreement between Oregon State University and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA, cooperative agreement # X8-83458501). The information in this publication does not in any 
way replace or supercede the restrictions, precautions, directions, or other information on the pesticide label or 
any other regulatory requirements, nor does it necessarily reflect the position of the U.S. EPA.

Take Home Message

Would I hurt the fish by weeding and feeding the lawn?

Bob did the right thing by reading the pesticide label before he used it! Some pesticides can be 
highly toxic to fish and other wildlife. Reading the label is the first step you should take to reduce 
the risk of pesticide poisoning. His concern about the slope of his land down toward a fish habi-
tat prompted questions about the potential risk of pesticide movement. The movement charac-
teristics of a specific active ingredient(s) and the formulation of a pesticide product influence 
the potential risk of exposure to wildlife and the environment. If you have pesticide questions, 
call NPIC at 1-800-858-7378 to speak with a Pesticide Specialist.

Take Home Message

http://npic.orst.edu/envir/protwild.html
http://npic.orst.edu/envir/protwild.html
http://npic.orst.edu/envir/efate.html
http://npic.orst.edu/ingred/active.html
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/formulations.pdf
http://www.btny.purdue.edu/Pubs/PPP/PPP30.html#wildlife
http://npic.orst.edu/envir/wildlife.html
http://npic.orst.edu/envir/index.html
http://npic.orst.edu/

