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CASE PROFILE

Take Home Message

To Stay or Not to Stay...
The NPIC specialist encouraged Brent to work with the applicator to find out how and where 
the products would be applied. Next, the specialist talked about toxicity and exposure, the two 
factors that determine risk. Brent learned about the toxicity of each pesticide product on the 
list, then he discovered that he could take control of the situation by controlling the amount of 
pesticide that he and Butch came in contact with. He could reduce risk by reducing exposure. 
The NPIC specialist explained that exposure can happen by three main routes: swallowing, 
inhaling or touching the pesticide. Then he discussed several options for reducing exposure, 
including:

Leaving his home during the application•	
Ventilatin•	 g upon return by opening windows and doors, and using a fan

Knowing where and how the products would be applied•	
Staying away from the treated areas until the pesticide has dried•	
Keeping Butch’s toys, dishes and bedding away from the application sites•	
Maintaining a positive dialogue with the applicator and his landlord•	

Brent decided to take Butch for a hike on the day of the application, just to reduce any potential 
for exposure.

Click here to read more about how to protect pets from pesticides!


